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straight” press. 
te do when your dog ate 
marijuana: “fuduce the dog to vomit 

. feed the dog lawn grass with garlic 
sak, ov something sweet like honey or 
neaple syrup... Most of all talk to the 
animal in a low, southing voice.” You 
could find out where to buy gvass-at a 
discount, low Lo vet a ride to a rock 
festival, aow to beat the draft. 

its classified Ads reflected the cde- 
sives and desperation of some of Amer- 
iea’s young: ‘“SVill the guy who kept 
kissing the cheek of the girl with the 
squirt gun in Old Town on Saturday, 
April 10, please contact Laura Suz- 
yanne, LOL N. California Street.” Or, 
more typically: “Alary Wecasiotis, or 
anyene knowing her whereabouts, 
please call her mother at home. She 
was last seen wearing a white blouse, 
plum pa navy pea coat, and black 
and white purse, Her parents only 
wani to tal to her.” 

Anc its ‘society’ pages published 
the soctal notices of dissent —-.sched- 
utes for marches on Washington, warn- 
ings of undereover narcotics agents: 
Jurking ia the enclaves of the young — 
and dealt with matters of etiquette un- 
familiar to readers of Amy Vanderbilt: 
“Svervone smoking should be.responsi- 
ble for their roaches (butts). Roaches 
left in ashtrays ov just laid around are 
extremely uncool.” 

But it is almost entively gone now, 
those hundreds of fittle ‘papers we 
led tae und Seouad } press, the pass- 
as little noticed as the birth. Dead 
he ‘Oracle, which chronicled the 
rise of the Haight-Ashbury district of 
San Francisco as a capital of the 1060s 
coucterculture. Departed are the Tribs, 
in Berkeley and the Quicksilver r Times | 
“and the ash cztosEree-Press in the 
Nistrict af Columbia and the Rat ame 
¥ uae Tage Other a and the 
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“Probably 
passt of t 
jeucnatism, 6 
Americana, however distasteful to 
somes, and tf dic lof some share their 
eration and loneliness, aad per- 
laps, in some small way, it did 

sh the conventional press into more 
uresome coverage of what was 
jening among many of the young 
voas the country. 
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spasm in U.S. 
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OPE UNDERGROUND PRESS, to be 
-L sure, was no monolith. More often 
than not underground papers were edi- 
ted and produced by collectives of 
young men and women who used the 
papers as the organizing concept 
around which a way of life was huilt. 
[t flourished tn barren lofts in the 
East Villace or North Beach or in dark 
basements on ‘Telegraph “Avenue, 
amidst cast-off furniture and wall post- 
ecs. Unlike the tollers in city rooms of 
the establishment press, some journal- 
ists of the alternative media literaliy 
picked their way through dog drop- 
pings and old mattresses to meet their 
haphazard deadlines. ‘ 

They borrowed little from their dis- 


tant establisoment cousins. There were ; 


ro articles on how to invest wisely in 
tax-free munivipals, no letters to “Dear 
Abby,” no garcen columns. Instead, 
taere were headlines like “Do-Lt-Your- 
selz Hash Pipes,” “Blows Against the 
Empire,’ and “Non-Specifie Vaginitis.” 

“Peanuts” and “Dennis the Menace” 
yielded to the unlovyable “Fabulous 
Furry Freak Brothers,” three consum- 
miate never-da-wells and their mangy 
pot-smoking cat, or to Robect Crumbd’s 
bearded curmuddeon, Mr. Natural, a 
waviwacd holy man whose sexual appe- 
tite was all but insattable. 

Big-footed vokels in palazzo pants 
liyaed tne reader ta “keso on teuckina’.” 
Creasy motucerele gangs drank Tree- 
frog Beer and engaged in sadistie or- 
gies of rape and mayhem. Lenore 
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Goldberg and her Girl Commandos, an- 


interracial flying squad of aggressive 
feminists, sallied forth to crush male 
chauvinism. Sweetstuff, the pubescent 
runaway, sustained her street exist- 
ence by shoplifting and entertained 
herself by making obscene gestures on 
the street to the well-dressed and mid- 
die-aged, 
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‘ yf its stark affiliate 


_pdventising revenues, 
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Taar ginal tiiterprt 3e3 “that erat 
¥ outh community. the most important 
indust: ry contributing income from ad- 
vertising were recare mmpanies, but 
more typically 1 the advertisers’ were 
sraall firms that sold pot-s i 

er ne tte 
cagsories or ch clotaing C 

ae iat Diane Rea 
sionaries ot ye the Truth who, 


for 
would ule ordain people tc for their their ministry 
~-a calling which would “allegedly per- 
mit the buyer to perform marriages or 
seek exemptions from tae draft and 
from income and property taxes? 
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eee ORIGINS of” contemporary 
4. “alternative journalism In Amer- 


ica can probably be traced'.t O35: 


tablisoment of CNew  York’s Village 


Woice, it n 1985. With a current + weekly 
circulation of almost 150,000, the Voice - 
ow better reflects the liberal politics 


of the Upper West Side tain the racii-.— 


cal politics of the East Village. Until 
the mid-1960s, though, it was a voice in 
the wilderness. 

But as dissent- ‘ftom n the Vietnam war 
grew on college carapuses | and few c cou: 
ventional sources of journ 
ion reflected this viewpoint, the need 
for an alternative arose. The first ef: 


istic opine 


fort. that could\truly be called an un- ~ 
derground press “began/ ia a withs- 


~whhetaLaotishment - othe Angeles 
‘free Pre iS Not surprisingly, that in- 


yeterate haunt of Fadical politics, 
Berkeley, Calif., sean the second _ 
major underground “énterprise, the | 


B Berkeley Hark, 3 in. L963. ae first appear- 
anee coincided directly with one of the 
first active ranifestations of antiwar 
dissent, 
train at the Santa Fe railroad station 
in Berkeley. The Bard supplemented 
its diet of radical politics anc commu- 
nity service coverage 


Pe 


directed largely at the homosexual 
community, but also at.consumers of 
pornographic movies, group sex, and 
bizarre sexual accessories. This un- 
doubtedly helped the Barb to reach a 
weekly circulation of almost 100,000 
four years after its inception. 

Dissent from the Barb’s compulsive 
pandering to prurient interests led to 
a schism which saw a largs vroportion 
with the Serkeley 
interest ‘was 


Tribe, whose political 
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The growth of national radical or- ; 
gattizations such as,SDS resulted in a’ 
surze of underground publications of - 
varving quality, Fhe Journal of SD3, 
Wew Lett _Notez, dwas underground in: 
format and ‘style bus, explicitly politi. | 
cal, with mone of the. countercultural | 

~ characteristics ot the more generalized 
papers. Local SDS chapters published | 
their own grpers, such as New York's | 
Radical America and Qhio’s_ Notes, 
Eroig Mazgie’s Farm, These papers. 
competed with such publications of the ~ 
iraditional Left as the Guardian, 
which were relentlessly ideological 


and uneoncerned with cultural and | 
“ eommunity reporting. ; i 
Eaen new radical group that | 


emerged went into print with its own 
paver. The Black Panthers put out the 
Blac Panther, the Young Lords pub 
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S THE NUMBER of issues and 
E causes expanded and the successes | 
_.of the left were supplanted by sectar- 
ianism, an effect very much akin to 
growth. of specialized - publications! 
aroge. For every radicalized group, a 
newspaver would he a predictable con- 
comitant, and as the iraportance of the 
overarching radical groups TR ea 
the sects which followed in their wak 
. would go to press. Indeed, the eae 
zational rivalries which afflicted the 
jeft in the late 1960s- translated them- 
selves into publishing wails and strug- 
eles for the control of existing jour- 
nals. 
Women’s collectives offended by thé 
putative machismo of male-dominated 
radical apoey started Journals such as | 
Rat and Ort Our Backs! Homosexual | 
groups conearned about fhe move-} 
ment’s insensitivity to their problems. 
taunched Come Ont!, Advocate, and 
bag Rag Jsfastily edited underground 
onoers appeared on military bases and | 
in higo ae Ang even an Core a 


bor P 


508, soiit into factions in 19 89, aa 
te3 vecame the subject of 


ygrassive Labor groups. 


ction changed the name 
“Naw! Ue Rana 


wotes—-The 
nel eaally to # Irel, 
ge Cieayer faction of 
aznera seceded from the 
wean faetioa, it predictaoly 
ran mewsoaner, Right On, 


- pers.att undercover See yazents ae 


Typieal of tha problems the vaners 
had to confront were those that af. . 
fected New Jersey's most enduring un- | 
derground paper, All You Caa Lat, Op- 
ecating ont of a lof oven ga sandwich” 
shop in New Brunswick} ek vegan 
puodlication in 1999 asa “oolitieal “aad, . 
sultdral paper distributed ree of 
‘harga, {tf evolved into a collective 
“gmoosed of neovle who were not of a 
single mind ag to what the role of the 
japer should be. ; 
*” Mos® members felt that the pager 
should be radical in an ecumenical 
gense, representing a broad range of 
dissenting opinion, literary criticism, 
music, and other cultural features. But 
asthe factionalism of the left intensi- 
_ fied during 1970 and L971, some 


stags 
Sede 


“ members argued that the paper was 


“irrelevant” unless it explicitly served 
tae needs of the working class. The dis- 


sidant group dafined this oblization inw- 


terma of suoporting the’ ee co ore 


ee 
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ity of the coll seen this and 
ousted tha Labor Committee group. 


NO te apne, 

At rougnly the same time the New 
Brunswick Police Department at. 
tampted legal action to halt the dis- 
EE LOR, ce ite paper aiter oh ear had 


Signed to o the a area. The combination of 
these two factors virtually brought a 
halt to publication, but the paper has 

taanaged to cling to a precarious exist- 
ence as a monthly. 


Even those papers with general teats 
erships both nationally and loeaily fe 
the strains at the sectaclanism afflict- 
ing tne lett. “The hove that tne under-. 
ground press would persist as an altar- 
native system of journalism gave way 
to frustration and failure. 
on : 
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But financial problems. and spate 
turduver ace probably lgsa_importa 


than Cmmadgin? times and condirion 

The Vialiiy OF THe AePRATEE press 
was directly proportional fo the nealtiv 
of the radical movement in venernl: 
The underground press avase from the 
ferment of the times sue the abate- 
ment of that forment undercut its 
strength. he opposition a the Vietns ams 


movement, ie 
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oe isstfe 
could moatlzs, ren aeons i 
movemexnbcroyx Tei | tolLin tha under- 
cround press. : 


os eee Te Hod 
Bonds of friendship rather than eor- 


, 


porate ties heid the starts together! 
Personal or political disputes. were 
translated inte organizational crises. 

Many of the advertisers were as - 
marcinal as the papers themselves and - 
were often unreliable in their pay- 
mantis. Officiat harassment, largels 
based upon allegedly pornoyraphica 
content, forced the papers into legab 
battles to survive. Slany municipalities. 
banned street sales of the papers on 
these srounds. Many  oung Journal. | 
isis, moreover, sarank from beeomins - 
what they th emselyes: oe in the: 
conventional press—institutionaiiz ed, 
bureaucratizad, and | nuacontroversial. : 
wee foes of corporations, ther . 
take eorporate | 
advertisements; to da so was to betray 
[heir purpose. They angered sowertul . 
foes without the requisite resources to 
defend themselves. 

But more than even these difficul~ 
ties as perils in their decline was. 
2 and unstable readershiy'! 
pid the Eee of political trends. | 
The underground papers. could nor 
transcend the depoliticization of the | 
generation that they served and naw 
face axtinction. Those for whom the! 
underground papers served as the 
journals of record for their youths are: 
seeking ways to accommodate thern: 
selves to the demands of aga and re. 
sponsibility, They cannot shed tears 
for Hard Times or Leviathan, Taosa 
days are over. 
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Meioicel The BIRD still Hies! Farly in the movement, there was a real setse of reaching out te the people ; 
mojaice. Lie x a toa. - “4 : + ¥ 3 ¢ t oe hse . t- 

i a 3t au orobably saw the announcement in the last issue of the (notin the abstract, out concrete, real people) ey as we became more radi- | 

dagee. ¥ 3 shat the BIRD was ceasing publication, There were a variety cal'' we seemed to become more afraid af svogle, to tar more inte ourselves. ; 

1 oie an ia o a ce bd 


i imarily t alg ‘ axes apert rown petty bickerings and quarrels. Personally and organizationauy, we 
T seat tt orimanly as ck of people to taxz over the paper = OU ic ; nail, 
ie ae ete os ade Aa ep ta came ag areatshock shut ourselves off from other people and the society around us. Now is the 

Th “aT s er, Thea ag a ereat ; ! mot . Now| 

on oe eis aac who Have been readgrs of and workers of TUE time to reach out again, There are so many all around that are beginning to 
Cee t SPECKLED BIRD in the's ars since its founding, It forced us to get question their lives, their jobs, their society; dbegianing to be open to changy~ 
i GREAT SPECALA gars since-ils ¢ f 4 t 


: F i men, women, whits, black, gay, straight, youny and notso youn, house 
spre ae the BIRD hes been formed. We Include farmer BIRD wives, workers (clerical, service and industrial), every day peopie. : 
Pearce current stalt, as Well as people brand new to tha BIRD. We believe that the BIRD can be a paver that speaks to many of these - 
sdqrta 5 a s As 4 o it Ss z : ‘ : zs tet : + z 
Eee ee te vs to make the BIRD a more seagpics a paper which preséuts information-NEWS—ideas, suggestions, hal 


a 1 the nation,che first issug 5, cultural insights, unde ain of " happerti qyrid gy j 


nnnounced its demise in January but then decided to cling to lite. 
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